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its headquarters from Poznan, where it had been situated for
some fifteen years, to Warsaw, because it was farther from the
frontier. Even more remarkable was a decision of the German
Youth Party in Polish Upper Silesia to pass a resolution of loyalty
to Poland which stated that the fate of the Germans of Poland was
indissolubly connected with that of the State in which they lived;
this resolution was passed amid cries of "Heil Pilsudski 1" as well
as "Heil Hitler!" As against all that, the Nationalist Press warned
Poland not to be misled into interpreting a temporary peace
into something eternal.
Laval, for France, replied on November 26 in a Note of some
length to the confidential memorandum, presented to Barthou by
Beck at Geneva on September 27, which stated the objections
of Poland to the Eastern Pact. The Note was couched in the most
friendly terms, and the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued
immediately after its receipt a statement to the effect that the
Polish Government would consider it in the same friendly spirit,
in accordance with the alliance between France and Poland. But
it was clear soon afterwards that, whatever were the concessions
made to the Polish point of view by France, Poland stood by her
policy of bilateral pacts and remained opposed to the Eastern
Pact. At the same time, however, the Note did produce a less
stiff attitude toward France in Warsaw, though among other
things it did nothing to remove one of Poland's major objections
to the pact—the possibility of Russian or German troops crossing
Polish territory in the event of war between the Soviet and
Germany. Though the existence of a military agreement between
France and the Soviet was officially denied by Paris, a certain
incredulity regarding this dementi prevailed in other quarters
and made the Poles uneasy. In the Chamber, Laval, on November
30, said that France would enter into no bilateral pacts, but
stood by the principle of collective security; on December 6,
however, Laval and Litvinoff signed at Geneva an agreement
that neither France not the Soviet would have negotiations with
other Powers which might prejudice the conclusion of the Eastern
Pact—neither State, it was meant, would enter into negotiations
with Germany without the knowledge of the other; the possible

